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Artist sandal-maker
puts art on your feet

Meet Pantelis Melissinos:
Playwright, Artist, Designer,
Sandal-Maker. ..and one of
the Coolest Cuys in Athens

In a colourful Athenian shop, tucked away at the
intersection of Daikou and Tzireon, just a block down from
the Acropolis Metro Station, a Greek Renaissance man talks
to a Canadian journalist about his on going research on
Oedipus while crafting a unique pair of leather sandals for a
full of beans Texan lady. Meet Pantelis Melissinos, son of
Stavros Melissinos -the celebrated Poet Sandal-Maker of
Athens-. In 2006 the German ladies magazine "PETRA"
named Pantelis as one of the best traditional shoemakers in
Europe and so did the Italian "PANORAMA" and the French
"6LAMOUR" magazines. Pantelis, after his father's
retirement in 2004, took it upon himself to keep his family's
sandal making tradition alive. It all started in 1920 when his
grandfather Georgios started his shoe business in the
Monastiraki area, in Athens; the rest is history. The
Melissinos sandals have long been sought by the rich and
famous

Celebrities like: Jackie Onassis, Sophia Loren, Anthony
Quinn, Garry Cooper, Rudolf Nureyev, the Beatles, Barbra
Streisand have all worn the celebrated Melissinos footwear.
And they keep coming; the Queen of Spain paid a visit in
2005 and Lily Tomlin, in the summer of 2006 -not to
mentionthe 2004 Olympic athletes, coaches and notables.
Pantelis studied Illustration and Painting at Parsons School
of Design in New York, where he also wrote plays to
entertain his colleagues and professors. An artist,
playwright, poet and composer -a true renaissance man- he
has many successful one man shows to his credit and has
made his own name in the local art scene. His latest play
Bacchus played for two consecutive years and critics
consider it one of the finest Modern Greek comedies. The
walls of his shop are hung with hand made leather sandals,
bags, books of his father's poetry and copies of his own
plays and art works. What's more, framed letters from
famous people like the Prince of Wales and Glenda Jackson
together with letters from universities and libraries
congratulate him on his latest play Bacchus. The walls are
also covered with framed newspaper clippings from around
the world that exalt the famous Melissinos sandals. Many
merchants, in the area, may try to mislead you in order fo
sell you their own (Chinese, Indian or whatever) sandals
reassuring you that they are the Melissinos originals -it
happened to friends of ours- but the original ones are found
..only at Pandelis’ store at 16 Tzireon

Wl
Pantelis Melissinos (left) and his father Stavros courtesy:
KATHIMERINI / Athens daily newspaper

Pantelis is always researching another play or an idea
for a painting or a new sandal model but how he finds
time while plying the sandal trade is anyone's guess.
There are about 28 different sandal styles to choose
from and if you don't find a pair in your size or style
Pantelis will make it on the spot. And oh yes, there are
sandals named after the celebrities who acquired them,
so you could be wearing a Jeremy Irons or a "Jackie O"
pair. The great thing is you don't have to be a celebrity
to afford his sandals. I paid 23 euros for an adult male
size and 21 for my wife's pair. If you give him some
time he can even create your own highly personalized
style and, maybe, name it after you. Some of the
sandals are hand painted and they look like true works
of art. You almost feel they should be framed and put
up on the wall. My friends and I watched him create a
beaded variation of a “"Jackie O" pair for our friend
Clair (a fashion victim). The sandals are elegant and
simple and some of them are dutifully named after
ancient Greek philosophers and notables. To wrap it up,
Pantelis’ talent and design background enables him to
create chic and artistic styles that can be either
dressy or youthful and casual. Whether it's writing
plays, painting canvases or making sandals, Pantelis
knows how to keep his Greek and family tradition alive.

To find Pandelis and his shop take the metro (or walk)
to the Acropolis Station which is next to the Acropolis
Museum at the intersection of Makrianni Street and
Diakou Street. Walk down Diakou and you will see it on
your left at the intersection with Tzireon. If you have
Google maps handy it is at 16 Tzireon.
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que taz sandalias

126 luxwoman / marco
Em Atenas, Clara Ferreira Alves conheceu o filho do homem que ja fez sandalias para llustres como
Jackie Kennedy Aristoteles Onassis, Sophia Loren, Gary Cooper, Rudolph Nureyev, Beatles e Barbra
Streisand..

O Beatle-Johity,
Lennon e@am
das principais’
ids da sandalias
Melissinos

Che New ok Times
MELISSINOS ART

By CYNTHIA ROSENFELD /Athens - August 24, 2008

The scent of leather beckons pilgrims down a narrow
industrial lane near Monastiraki Square in the heavily
trafficked shadow of the Acropolis. “The ones Jackie
O bought, I want those,” says one woman, eyeing
the rows of classic strapped sandals twisting like vines
along the high walls of this compact family-run shop.

Of 27 available styles, the minimalist slip-ons selected
by Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (No. 20, or the Jac-
kie O) are among the most popular. “May I see them
on your feet?” asks the founder’s grandson, Pantelis
Melissinos, in English perfected during his student days
at Parsons School of Design. By moving the foot
slightly in different directi- Pantelis S. Melissinos at work
ons on the leather base, Mr. J \ |
Melissinos achieves a preci-
se fit over each arch, then §
tightens and tweaks the
straps. i

In fashion’s endless recy- je=
cle, Greek sandals have 252
been this season’s must- #&¢
have, particularly a vari-
ation on the calf-hugging |
gladiator style known here § _ P
as the No. 7 Cleopatra. PR e
Mr. Melissinos tells me he was asked to design a dramatic
knee-high pair for Greek Elle magazine. For customers,
he suggests a more manageable five straps to “here,”
he says, pointing to midcalf. While basic sandals run 23
to 25 euros, or $34 to $37at $1.53 to the euro, custom-
ized styles like the Cleopatras go for 80 euros ($119).

Though his grandfather set up shop, in 1920, in
the heart of old Athens, near the train station that
brought work rs from all over Attica, Mr. Melissinos
credits a long line of Americans for the business’s
endurlng success. After World War II, he says, “the

> Greeks had no

money for such
shoes.” One day an
inglish choreo-
tapher came in
wanting to buy san-
dals. Mr. Melis-
sinos’ father, in
charge of the store
then, made a pair
of Spartan sandals
for her (the style
is No. 25, but is
believed to be the
original Greek san-
dal design); in fact,
she wanted six.

“So my father made
a few more and
hung them in the
sn]d out to some Americans that same day.”
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Les sandales de Melissinos

S'il y a une bonne adresse mode a
Athénes, c’est celle-la! Aristote
Onassis, Jeremy Irons ou Barbra
Streisand ont tous glissé leurs pieds
dans les sandales en cuir de Sta-

w0 vros et Pantelis Melissinos. Mais
CO{L@C/{‘D'V Y AV '[L -SMW celle qui qui les arendues célébres,
cest Jacky O., qui les portait sur
I'lle de Skorpios comme a New
York. Une quinzaine de modeles

aux noms fameux, la possibilité du

Les sanﬁalas a I'ancienne fabriquées et vendues par

Pantelis Mellissinos dans sa boutique. : dlcul e
Le monde entier se bouscule dans ;1;%]7{1‘3311}? €t un prix ridicule : a
cette adorable échoppe ol offi- ; €S cnaussures thhlqu'ES €n

cuir (30 pourles hommes), javoue,
j'en ai pris deux paires ! Ajustées a

cie Pantelis Mellissinos, issu d'une
famille ot 'on est sandalier de

pére en fiis. Son grand-pere avait | mon pied par le maitre des lieux
une boutique de chaussures. " lui-méme, adorable! B
Son pére, qui voulait étre metteur -

en scéne, a dd la reprendre. Un
jour, dans les années 50, on lui
commande un jour des sandales | : i
grecques “a Pancienne’, qu'il fa-  ~ sl bR OF
brique de mauvaise gréce. Mais g 3 |
les Américains de la base voisine b
se jettent dessus, et c'est la for-
tune, la ruée ! Jackie O. et Kate ‘*““‘31
Moss firent faire les leurs. Depuis, ~——
son fils Pantelis, parti entre temps

étudier Part aux Etats-Unis, a re- S ¢

pris ke commerce, y accueille avec Wﬂ/{/
un sourire béat touristes et amis
artistes, y travaille dur, y diffuse
sa poésie, y invente des modeéles
customisés.... La gentillesse faite
sandale.

PANTELIS MELISSINOS serces s

Rencontrer Pantelis Melissinos, artiste, ecrivain, createur de costumes pour le theatre, issu
d'une famille d'artisan sandalier, depuis trois generations, il est le fils de Stavros Melissinos,
fameux Poéte Coordonnier D’ Athénes. En 2006, le magazine feminin allemand “Petra”l’ a
designé comme [’ un des metlleurs sandaliers d’ Europe, ainsi que le “Panorama” italien et le
“Glamour” francais. “Melissinos Art” dans le quartier du Psirri a Athénes est le lieu de rendez
vous des artistes, intellectuels et touristes amoureux du travail du cuir et des sandales sur mesures
faites a la main de nombreuses celebrites. Les sandales de Melissinos chaussent de puis longtemps
les pieds des plus célébres personalités. L’ atelier fiit crée en 1920, par Georges Melissinos, le grand
pére. Jackie Onassis, Sophia Loren, Anthony Quinn, Garry Cooper, Rudolf Nureyev,
The Beatles, Barbra Streisand, Maria Callas comptent parmi ses plus celebres clients, la
Reine d’ Espagne, pour laquelle Pantelis a crée un modele exlusif en 2005, ainsi que Lily Tomlin
en 2006. Pantelis a etudié les beaux arts a Parsons School of Design a New York, la il a ecrit des
comedies pour la plus grande joie de ses camarades et professeurs. Sa recente piece “Baccus” est
considerée par les critiqgues comme I une de plus brillantes comedies du theatre Grec contemporains,
comme en temoignent les nombreuses lettres de felicitations du Prince de Galles et autres
bibliothecaires d’ université qui recouvrent le mur desa boutique, parmi de nombreux articles de
Jjournaux exaltant ses fameuses sandales. Vous y trouverez environ 28 modeles differents du nom de
personalites grecques connues et autres celébrites qui les ont portées. Mais Pantelis peut aussi creer
un modeéle specialement pour vous. Avec son talent et son savoir faire il fera pour vous des sandales
qut vous feront sentir sans nul doute une Venus ou une Hermes des temps modernes.

....
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The art of the sandal

Pantelis Melissinos continues frade & heritage
What did Maria Callas and Jackie Onassis have b)/ EI.(S KfSS

In common? There was Aristotle of course, but
also the Melissinos sandals -in the later case, they
opted for differentmodels which were subsequently
named after them.

Little has changed when it comes to the Melissinos
family and the art of sandal-making -the original
Monastirakinstore has moved to Psyrri and you may
place orders on line.

On a busy summer afternoon, singer Sharon
Robinson and drummer Rafael Gayol are picking
their pairs -a few hours before climbing on the Terra
Vibe stage alongside Leonard Cohen for the Athens
leg of their current concert tour. Besides the world
-class musicians, French and American tourists mix
with locals -all trying and buying.

Many years have passed since Georgios
Melissinos founded the family business in 1920.

He was succeeded by his son Stavros, aka “The
Poet Sandal Maker”, who in turn passed the
creative torch to his son Pantelis, known as “The
Artist Sandal Maker”". Three generations servicing
the likes of Gary Cooper, Sophia Loren, Barbra
Streisand, John Lennon and Rudolph Nureyey,
among other familiar faces, but also countless
lesser known fans from Greece and around the
world.

“We are always solicited for mass production,
we have proposals coming from the United States,
Korea and Japan’, says Pantelis Melissinos. “But
It's not our style, every single pair is finalized on the
customer’s foot”,

Using calf leather from northern Greece, which is
later tanned in Crete, Melissinos and his assistants
make thousand of sandals every year. Beyond
numerous models on display, Melissinos also

produces a large number of special orders. says Melissinos. At the downtown outlet it all

These modern, yet traditional sandals, have = — : seems to come together: His own works of art are
earned their rightful place in the world of style: The Beatles, wearing “The Poet’s San- display along with copies of his plays and poetry

Priestesses wear them at the Olympic Flame dals”. editions by his father.
Ceremony, in Olympia -and so does Kate Moss.

The Olympic Flame Ceremony Priestes-
ses wear Pantelis Melissinos’ sandals &
so does Kate Moss!

‘I don't follow fashion trends, but | sence things.
There is a sandal revival; it started last year, and
this year it's a riot. People who never looked at
sandals are now selling them” says Melissinos,
who was featured in the the US edition of Vogue

in 2004. A painter and playwright, Pantelis
Melissinos studied illustration and painting at New
York's Parsons New School of Design and was
artistic director of the Greek Cultural Center in
Astoria. “Following my studies | stayed on in

New York and worked very hard. Yet despite the
success, | began feeling empty inside. | thought to
myself: who am | going to be in five years? A
success story runing to my shrink and guru? | left

it all behind, came to Greece and immersed myself
into the Greek art scene and theater. But in the
back of my mind | always had this image of me as
a sandal maker -an image I've had since childhood”

Jeremy
Irons -
famous
British
actor.
One

of
Pantelis’
sandal
models
is
named
after him.

What did Jackie O & Maria Callas have in common besides Aristotle Onassise “The Poet's Sandals”
of course, made by Stavros Melissinos, father of Pantelis Melissinos!

Duniiilﬁ fotk E)Ml' L’TLLA
IEML

(Greek tycoon) ‘““"“‘“‘—J e

Aristotle Onassis
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Go Greek

- MELISSINOS ART -
Greek Sandals

If Hermes could stop with the tricks and
Dionysus could lay off the vino, perhaps
Zeus could find time to anoint Panteleim-
on. A 3rd-generation craftsman, residing
in Athens, The God of Sandals (friends
call him Pantelis) spends his days creating i

simple, beautiful footwear by hand. He uses Pantels Me/g; scnos weth /CMGMJ Awerican
top-notch calf leather tanned in Crete and
puts the masterpieces together, using shoe comedian Lb& ﬁm[m w/w J Jparm&j fLLJ

nails and special glue. There are a plethora |
of styles from which to choose, ranging ?XMaf Dﬁtﬁ”— AHLE“U' 2006
from gladiators and sling backs to thongs, Il “ A T

slides, and those that wrap and tie around U L
the leg. All start out a light brown hue but i | By
turn darker and mold to your foot with
age. Each of the 27 styles costs less than
$50 a pair and claims to be unisex. But the
idea of men sporting a pair of gladiators!!!!
That's all Greek to us.

pantelis RICHARD |
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PANTELEIMON Pandeliy Melisginoy iy an alismmniry of Prrsony Sthool of Design
p "PANTELIS" MELISSINOS THE

1985 (llustration),

R E . CO R D 50 puin;: ;15?;;?1;;;;? costume EEH SCHOOL

designer, composer, and fhird gene - SOCIAL RESEARCH

afion sandal maker (son of Stavros b o i b SR
axghan the recommendistion of

Melssinos, the famed "Poet Sandal tesorutner

Moker of Athens"). Since the early PARSONS

19205, Melissinos Art in Athens'

Monastiraki district has been a des- SGHOOL

fination for artists, intelectuals, and OF DE SIGN
seekers of the fomily's custom-maode

footwear, It has been visited by the === .

likes Ufsﬂphiﬂ Loren, Jackeline U}Qwa Enlirrtont ay Lf / A‘A}Jr}rm

Kenedy Onassis, and The Beatles  aeapreer
ond wos feafured in Vogue mag- ~ MASTER OF FINE ARTS

DEiﬂE Dﬂd b‘f NBC dUﬂﬂg thE ?Gﬂn’i Mwhmmmﬂw,mmmmqmam

Charter of the Regents of the University of the Slate of New York, we have affired oar

| ' i Hea, 1977
Athens Olympics. Pantels has serveq e coporseeoinie iyofe ok i dorof o 167, 151

as the artistic director of the Greek
Cultural Center in New York City and -‘5::2_}“ e \E,_ =
reviews of his recent hit ploy Bacchus

DW&MPWMMWM named it among the best modem S@P'HIA L@REN

LOVE IS EVERYWHERE AND NOWHERE'  Creex comedes.

Sopiia Lorew & Barbra Streisand got e
“Spartan’. Saradv Jusen Porker got e
“Prined,
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From: The Assistant Private Secretary to HRH The Prince of Wales

@) meons Thu Gtwﬂ e E pti bl M nes 16th December 2003

. . LS | ) The Prince of Wales asked me to write to thank you so much for your letter of
h.l.d' -,}- A L‘1 W‘ 15t December, and in particular for the copy of your splendid musical comedy,
QI\ fa) “Bacchus”, which you enclésed.
i), all ona Qous w Pt ;

. .j- = %_ M" usa- His Royal Highness was deeply touched that you thought of him in the way
3 4 WTe wh M that you did and looks forward very much to dipping in to the book and listening to

the CD at the earliest opportunity.

ijikc.—-.. &Qﬂ.}w : . This comes with The Prince of Wales's best wishes.

e —n  nardy,
o, e, S

Charles, Prince of Wales,
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Black & gold sandals
by Pantelis Melissinos
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antelisjVelissinos

Every single painting by Pantelis
Melissinos /s a stage, where Greek
mythology & The Theatre Of The
Absurd meet with random performers
fo fell stories about happiness, sorows
and loves lost or found.

They tell the stories of unknown - but
nevertheless - very important heroes or
heroines. Some fimes the profagonist is

a slice of watermelon, a chair, o table,

a cactus, a palm free, some wiitfen

words and so on...

Everyone and everything gefs an
equal opportunify on the Melissinos
“stage”. They are all imporfant for they
are all part of life. And Life is what his
art is aboul. The colors, the sounds, the
scents, the six senses and the feelings
of life are all present all the fime.

The range of Melissinos’ arf varies from
sketches and drawings fo painfings on
canvas or three-dimensional painfed
assemblages, jewelry, wearable art,
poetry, plays, as well as sef and
costume design. He also writes music
and lyrics for his plays, which he pro-
duces whenever his need fo com-
municafe with a live audience

is urgent
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.o . | “Athenian Quatrains”
. Pavtelis

by Pantelis Melissinos

. . The ceniral idea of my “Athenian Quatrains® revolves around the philosophical maxim:
M [ “Carpe Diem", a Latin phrase that essenfially means “Seize The Day", in other words: take
6 l S S | V' O S full advantage of each single day and enjoy life while you still can.

In these quatrains, | am not singing a hymn to hedonism -l am rather raising my glass
to wisdom. Wisdom serves as the guiding light fo happiness, by exposing fruths behind false
namratives and dogmas that work like traps on our path to freedom and joy!

My “Athenian Quatrains” comprise 133 autenomous four-line stanzas that are connec-
ted with each other, not only with the aforementioned central idea, but also with an
underlying narmrative. This narrative -like a captain's log- records a voyage through the
turbulent waves of an ephemeral existence, which leads to oblivion -the blackhole of
eternity...therefore: "Carpe Diem" -"Seize The Day”"!

i F
,_// L Ve W L Pantelis Melissinos
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“The Tear between an A & an Omega” by Pantelis

( Melissinos - mixed media, 3d art
\

Pantelis Melissinos: “OASIS” acrylics on canvas

A SHORT BLURB ABOUT "OEDIPUS IN BED"

In this slim, but impactful, volume, the multi-talented Pantelis Melissinos offers an
assortment of his new poems, a collection that features the profound (“Con-
spiracies” and “The Sphinx Within,” for example), the piquant (especially “Helen’s
Honor"), and the poignant (“Eusebius” and “The Planet of Love,” among others).
Most of Pantelis' meters are pleasantly simple and lively—lots of iambs, trochees,
and anapests. His vocabulary is deceptively plain, because his goal, I'm sure, is
to feature storytelling rather than pedantry, and he achieves that goal admirably!
But Pantelis doesn't merely retell many mythological and historical tales in this
collection; instead, he plumbs them for import, for nuance, and for psychological
insights that make his poems worth reading once...lwice even...and then again
and again!

Professor Randall Stewart
Department of Classical
Studies - UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

“The Dream” oil on canvas “OEDIPUS IN THE DESERT"” charcoal and
acrylics on paper




SANDAL INFO & CARE

Our sandals are hand made from start to finish and we custom-fit
them to your measurements. We also bevel the edges of the
leather straps to make them more comfortable. The top part of
the sole is made of leather and the bottom part is made of rubber.
Our leather sandals get a beautiful dark color as time goes by;
they also mold to your feet, since natural leather always gives and
stretches out.

HIGH QUALITY LEATHERS
We use high quality calf leathers tanned in the tanneries of Crete.
For our color leather sandals, we use high-quality leathers that
come from the traditional tanneries of Italy.

NATURAL MARKS AND TEXTURE
The natural leathers, we use, have natural marks & texture, which
make every pair of sandals unique. Marks and texture are not o
defect; they are a plus -it is your guarantee you are getting real
and natural leather. Leathers treated with dies do not have these
marks and do not darken with time.

NATURAL LEATHERS GET DARKER
The leather of our sandals, when exposed to sun light, starts
getting darker; it also gets darker with applications of baby oil or
Vaseline. Some people prefer olive oil because the leather gets
darker right away. Olive oil, though, mixed with human sweat can
go rancid, over time. So, if you sweat a lot avoid it.

SWEAT & WATER
Our leathers get darker with water as well but avoid getting them
wetl Water and excessive sweating can seriously damage all
leathers. Especially sea water is the worst enemy of leather
sandals, with the exception of acidic sweat that's even worse.
When your feet sweat a lot, your leather sandals get some whitish
sweat-marks especially on the leather sole. This is due to your
sweat's chemical compounds, like: ammonia and urea. These
compounds are produced when your body breaks down proteins
from the foods you eat.

YOUR DIET HAS A LOT TO DO WITH THE AMOUNT AND THE ACIDITY OF YOUR SWEAT AND THE HEALTH OF YOUR SANDALS
Your sweat's acidity can ruin you leather sandails, in no tfime. Your sweat contains sugar and salts, such as sodium, chloride, and
potassium. Excessive sweating can be caused by genetic factors or various medical conditions. Most commonly though it is
caused by anxiety or foods and beverages that contain: Monosodium glutamate (MSG) - a flavor enhancer added to thousands
of processed foods you eat daily. According to some researchers: “It's one of the worst food additives on the market!” Also:
Caffeine (chocolate, coffee, tea), hot sauces and spices, such as curry or cumin, dairy products, eggs, meat, canned and
packaged snacks etc and of course Alcohol and smoking.An unhealthy diet can make your body produce lots of highly acidic
sweat.

ACIDIC SWEAT:
Acidic sweat (that can damage easily the leather of your footwear) is an indication of an acid imbalance in your body. Try eating
highly alkaline foods like: fruits and vegetables, instead of the fast
food that t urns your body into an acidic powerhouse. If you do not
care about your own health, do it for your hand made and custom
fit leather sandals!

WASH YOUR FEET DAILY
Hyperhidrosis (excessive swedating) requires some extra personal
hygiene. Make sure you wash your feet daily, twice if necessary.

GIVE YOUR SANDALS TIME TO RECOVER
If your feet sweat a lot, do not wear the same sandals for two days
in a row, let them dry completely before wearing them again.
Natural leather is highly absorbent and sweat can soak them
through! It might not be visible but your sweat can rich the core of
your sandals.

SHOE-NAILS
We use shoe-nails and leather glue to bond the various parts
together. With the nails and the glue, the sandals become really
strong. However, if your feet sweat you will soon see black stains on
the surface of your leather sandal-soles (around the nails). Excessive
sweat oxidizes the metallic nails. To avoid that, you have to put
some clear nail polish on the nails before you wear the sandals. Let
the nail polish dry well before you put the sandals on. Reapply the
nail polish regularly - It all depends on how much your feet sweat
and how acidic your sweat is.

LEATHER CARE
Use leather cream (seal cream - saddle soap) to keep the natural
leather healthy. You can find it in all Leather-Care Stores. Apply
some cream whenever you see that the leather looks dull and dry.
If you do not do this, and if your feet sweat a lot, the leather will start deteriorating. It will soon start cracking. Eventually your
sandals will start falling apart. Avoid getting them wet in sea water, but if you do, rinse them with fresh water and let them dry, in
room temperature -no heaters, no direct sunlight. Then apply the leather cream or regular baby oil. The cream or the baby oil will
make them a bit softer again. Keep them away from puppies as well as some adult dogs (they love to chew on them!ll).
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“THE TRAVEL MAN"
480rs in...Athens

PANTELIS DAWN
MELISSINOS FRENCH RICHARD
“Sandal Maker & her “Al rctotle’’ ﬂ’{[ AYOADE

to the Stars’’

British comedy goddess Dawn French joins Richard Ayoade
(The Travel Man) and together they visit Pantelis Melissinos - Poet
Sandal Maker to The Stars, who makes them two pairs of

“Antu Evl Eye’ sondaly bespoke Greek leather sandals!
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En una tienda cerca de la plaza de Monastiraki, en pleno
centro de Atenas, el artista Pantelis Melissinos fabrica
sandalias a la vista del publico. La tienda, en la calle de
Aghia Theklas, es facil de reconocer, ya que de la fachada
cuelga una inmensa sandalia de mas de un metro de largo.
En el interior, se alternan cientos de pares con sillas
tuneadas, esculturas modernas, vestidos teatrales y un
monton de recortes de periodico y de poemas.

«Mi abuelo empezo el negocio en los afios 20», cuenta
Pantelis sentado en su silla de artesano, «pero fue mi
padre, Stavros, quien lo lanzo. Vendio sandalias a Sophia
Loren, a los Beatles y a otros famosos como Barbra
Streisand. Ahora tiene 81 afios, esta retirado, pero ha
hecho muchas sandalias y muchas poesias».

La antigua tienda de Stavros Melissinos estaba situada,
pared con pared, junto a la vieja mezquita de Monastiraki,
hoy museo, y a pocos metros de las ruinas de |la Biblioteca
de Adriano. Era una institucion casi centenaria, pero un
aumento del alquiler obligo a la familia a trasladarse al
nuevo local, sin tanto glamur pero con muchas sandalias vy
arte a la vista. «Mucha gente protesto, nos consideraban
parte de la historia de Atenas, pero fue inevitable. Yo
empece en 2004 y echo de menos la vieja tienda. Atenas
ha cambiado mucho. Antes nadie gastaba mas de lo que
tenia, pero la gente se acostumbro a tomar dinero pres-
tado y ha llagado la crisis», comenta Pantelis.

FAMILIA DE ARTISTAS / La familia de Stavros Melissinos
venia de Creta, donde el abuelo cantaba canciones tradici-
onales, una especie de poemas epicos que describian
temas cotidianos e historicos. «Mi padre escribia poesia y
se le ocurrio hacer sandalias y publicar poemas. Tuvo
mucho éxito», apunta Pantelis. «Yo estudie diseno en
Nueva York, y fui director artistico del Centro Cultural
Griego. Despues, disefie vestuario para teatro y ahora me
dedico a la tienda y a escribir. Creo sillas con material
reciclado y otros objetos artisticos».

De entre los famosos que han visitado la tienda, recuerda
a la reina Sofia, que en el 2005 compro unas sandalias
para el principe Felipe. «Tiene un pie grande —-sonrie-.
Gasta un 48... A la Reina la reconoci, pero vienen otros
famosos gue no sé quién son, ya que no veo la tele, pero
me lo dicen. A Kate Moss le vendi un par y no la reconoci.
Un dia llego la noviade Mick Jagger y tambien compro. Era
altisima, mas que yo».

Pantelis Melissinos se rie porque ha leido en un diario

extranjero que es una especie de Benetton griego. «Nosot-
ros somos muy pequefos y trabajamos a la antigua, todo a
mano», aclara. «Las sandalias son de buen cuero natural y
se ajustan bien al pie. Es una pena porque hoy la gente no

elPeriodico.com

Domingo, 22 de agosto del 2010 /XAVIER MORET (ATENAS)

Pantelis Melissinos

LLEVA DECADAS CALZANDO LOS PIES DE FAMOSOS
DESDE SU NEGOCIO DE ATENAS
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Pantelis Melissinos, sentado ante el abigarrado escaparate de su tienda de
sandalias, situada en el centro de Atenas.

aprecia la calidad y prefiere comprar plastico».

TIENDA DE CULTO / «De nifio iba a la isla de mi madre,
Ios. Recuerdo como olia el pan y el sabor de los tomates»,
anade en plan nostalgico. «Ahora los tomates huelen a
pepino y el pan ya no es como era. Lo mismo pasa con las
sandalias, pero yo me empeino en trabajar como antes. Sé
que estamos fuera de la corriente y no se cuanto durarem-
os. Es gracioso, pero ahora, por lo que nos dicen, somos
una tienda de culto. Viene gente de todo el mundo a bus-
car nuestras sandalias».

De cuando los Beatles estuvieron en la tienda, en los 60,
recuerda Pantelis que él era nifio y se armo un revuelo
considerable. «Le pregunté a mi padre por qué no les pidio
un autografo, y me contesto: (Y por qué no me lo pidieron
ellos a mi?».

La vieja tienda fundada por el abuelo pasd por momentos
duros tras |la segunda guerra mundial. «Mi padre empezo
con 24 afios, en 1954», cuenta. «El queria ser director de
cine, pero Grecia era muy pobre y no pudo estudiar. Cuan-
do Sophia Loren compro unas sandalias aqui, en los afios
50, fue una buena promocion. Llegdo como caida del cielo y
atrajo a mucha gente».

Algunos famosos acabaron inspirando incluso un modelo de
sandalias para el catalogo de los Melissinos. Hay sandalias
Lennon, Maria Callas, Jackie 0., Jeremy Irons...y, mas
alla en el tiempo, las Platon, Aristotles, Cleopatra y Socrates.
«Las de Jackie O. se [lamaban antes modelo T», dice
Pantelis. «Cuando Jackie O. las compro, subieron las ven-
tas>».

NOSTALGIA DE LOS 60 / Al echar la vista atras, Pantelis
afiora los afios 60 y 70, cuando hippies de todo el mundo
pasaban por Atenas antes de perderse en alguna isla.
«Muchos compraban sandalias aqui», recuerda. «Era
bonito, porgue entonces podias ver sonrisas de verdad.
Todo lo que necesitaban era unas buenas sandalias, un
cesto colgado del hombro vy largarse a alguna isla. Alli eran
como reyes... Con la crisis, todo ha cambiado. Yo tengo
gue trabajar mas que nunca y pienso que los ricos robaron
todo lo que pudieron y han inventado la crisis para que
paguemos los pobres»,

Cuando le pregunto por el futuro de la tienda, Pantelis se
encoge de hombros vy sonrie. «No tengo hijos y no sé queée
pasara cuando yo muera», dice, «pero si se hunden paises
sin que nadie se preocupe, ¢a quien le va importar quée
desaparezca una tienda de sandalias?».



Vegetable Tanned Leathers

Vegetable tanning is a high-quality, natural and
traditional method of processing animal hides without
the use of toxic chemicals that harm the environment.
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This organic method uf
tanning dates back to, [,
approximately, 6.000 |!
BCE. It always involves *
tannins extracted nat-
urally from the bark
and leaves of various
plants, like: chestnut,
oak, wattle, and many
other trees.

During the gradual and
very slow process of
vegetable tanning, the
raw animal hides are
placed in large wooden o - , |
drums, where they are Full-grain leathers Jack consistency in color & tone
tanned into leathers of great quality, strength and
durability.Vegetable Tanned Full Grain Leathers are the
real deal.

They are top 1|:|u-:-|litv,|r leathers, distinguished by a lack of
Cﬂl‘lElEtEl‘lﬂf in color and tone- a proof of genuineness

) »» and naturalness. Owing to the
- natural tannins that are used.
- Vegetable-tanned leathers
- keep their grain, marks,
- shades, various nuances and
- other unique characteristics

- and natural “imperfections”.

They are also the most
expensive leathers, due to the
i’ HEEE iy long process of vegetable
Custom sole-full-gram-leather sandals for wide feet tﬂﬂnlﬂg and their qllﬂ"t‘if-

' These leathers do not have their
surfaces sanded down to hide any natural imperfections, at
the expense of durability.

They also do not have a finish coat applied for
“"beautification”, waterproofing or protection against stains, at
the expense of breathability. Over time, vegetable-tanned,
full-grain leathers of wearing out, they burnish and
change for the better, by getting a darker patina of
richer and warmer tones. Full grain leathers are sturdy
and long-lasting, because the natural grain contains
the strongest fibers in the hide. Their breathability
means less sweating, when it comes to footwear.
Vegetable-tanned, full-grain leathers are used, by great
fashion designers and brands, for high-quality shoes,
accessories and other
leather products that
are sought after by
sophisticated and
discerning customers.

These natural leathers
live with you and the
marks and stains, on
their surface, keep a
record of your personal
history...and the more
you use them (with :
love and care), the i P
better they get.

Custom sole-full-grain-leather sandals for wide feet
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MEPIOAOZ B'. TEYXOZ 3, AYTOYZTOZ ‘08

axve-BpioKw
Evac toaykapng, KAAAITEX VNG

O INavteAng MeAico1vog €xel KAt and tn oto@a £vOoC AAXNUIOTN: KATEXE]
TOV TPOIIo va ouvOUddel TNV TExvN JE npdypata e kadnpepivotntac.

[T autod kal ta xelpornointa cavédAia tou eival povadikd.

ANO TH MAPINA NTOYNH

tav Bpebeite oto katdotnpa tou [avieAn Mehio-
oivou, otnv 066 Ayiac Oéxiac otou Wuppr, Ba
Sokipdoete ta cavoédhia KaBlopEveg o [1a Kapé-
KAQ Ka@eveiou mou £xe1 PeTaAAGEE] €1KAOTIKG O
iioc. Exkeivn tn ouypn, o pdotopag Ba Bpioketal
niow anod Tov nayko, pudaxvovtac £va akopun {euydpl cavodiia
-OAata nanodtola tou gival xelponointa- i Oa naipver ta akpiPn
HETPA TV nodidv evoc neAdTn yia kGrnoia £101kn napayyeiia.
Otav onoudale {wypapikn oto Parsons School of Design tng
Néac Yopkng, napdhinia éypage kal avépade Beatpikd £pya
pe touc oupgortntéc tou. Emotpépovtag otnv EAMGSa €hafe
pépoc oe eikaotikéc ekBeoeic. Eniong, £ypalbe ka1 avéffaoe -pe
S1kd TOU OKNVIKA, KOOTOUIA Kal pouoiKii-Tn Beatpikii kopmoia
«Bakxocy, mou «avupdxetal Toug EEVEPMTOUC TNC {mIIC pacy, A&-
e1. Ta Pripatd tou, 6w, tov odriynoav 6@ to 2004, «OAa Eexivn-
oavto 1920, 6tav o nannovc pou, 'edpyloc Mehooivog, avoiée

Beatpikd £pyo tou [Navieh «Bdkxoc» Ppioketal TUNWUEVO OTO
payadi kai pia opdda gortntov tou Pace University 1o ritnoe
yia €va «avéPaopar otn Néa Yopkn. O id10¢, 61mc, padi pe toug
paotépouc tou ouvexicder va Souielel tnv napadooiakn Bakéta
and d€£ppa pooxapiol, va koAAdel pe BeviivokoAAa avti yian
olUyxpovn BeppokdéAinon kai va kap@mvel. «H poévn Siagopd
gival 611 01 o6Aec¢ and neroi avukaraotddnkav and AGoTixo yia

otnv [Navépdoou £va katdotnpa pe avipikd unodnpara noiu-
TeAeiac kal opeifatikd protdkia, rmou ta npopnbeudtay kal n
Paciiikn oikoyévela. To 1954 avédaPe tnv enixeipnon o natépag
pou Ztadpog, K1 £va Tuxaio yeyovog, oTIC apxEg Tng dekastiag
tou 1960, otaOnke agopyn yia va alddfouv 6Aa. Mia AyyAiba
X0pOoypagoc To0 napryyeiie oavodAia yia pua napdotaons.

O Zratpo¢ Mehooivog anha¢ kpépaoe £€w and 1o payalita
evydpia nou nepioosPav. Autd ntav. Avapeoa oTi¢ PAOKATEC,
Ta vgpavtd Kal ta toapouxia tng 0dou [Navépodoouv, o1 toupioteg
avaxkdiupav ta apxalonpenn oavodiia. Htav n enoxii tng xim-
kn¢ eAeubepiac kal avepehidc. Andé e6m népaoav o1 Beattles,
n TZdx1 Qvdon kal 6ekddec diholr Sidonpol. Ze 6A0UC TOUC TOU-
protikouc¢ odnyoug, akopa kal og autov tou Louis Vuitton, to
katdotnpa avagépetal oc £va must aOnvaiké népaopa. O na-

TEPAC TOU XAPAKINPIOTNKE «MoINTA¢ oavoaionoldgy, yiati £61ve

otoug neidrec, padi pe ta cavédha, ta noipard tou. Ziipepa, To

va pn yAiotpdver, oxohiddel. Kanoia cavédia, 6pmc, ta {oypa-
pice1 pe potifa and ta £pyatov kal kGtw and ta néApard oac Ba
Bpeite ypappévn tn @pdon Steps of Love, «uia ocupnukvopévn
odoinopikin odnyiar, Afel.

Mehioaivoc Art- «The poet sandalmakery, Ayiag @€xhacg 2, Wuppn,
tnA. 210 3219.247, www.melissinos-art.com, info@melissinos-art.com
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Zwypadlikr], Beatpo, HOUOLKT)
KAl oavOaAOTIOlA OL TEXVEC
Tou lNMavteAr MeAlootvou

EAEYOEPOZ TYNOZ
Tpitn 21 AuyouaoTou 200/

O KAAAITEXVNS

TWV OAOVOUOAI®WV

Tng XPIZTINAZ BAZINAKH
DOTO: XPHITOL KIZATZEKIAN
G EPWTNON SNUoato-

;g&%& YPAPOL OXETIKA LE TO
), Moo E£{vaLTo ayarmuévo
V4 dwpo mou Exel AaBeLarno

Y 4 0 aVZLy6 TNC, N Kupia

£

QR ywatoU eTuxEpnHatia
¢ ABrjvag anavinoe deiyvoviag
poC 1o gaAdvi Tnc; «O mivakac tou
MeAoowou LIE TO EPWTEVEVO (EU-
‘\f{ipm.

Tov ev Adyw opwc oroudaio Kal
rioAvoytdr] KaAAtexvn, Tov MNavieAn
MEeALOOWO, TOL OTIOIOU Ta EPYa KO-
gpoUv IBIWTIKEC guAAoyEC ae Oxalo,
Nea Yopir), Xapdopvt, ®AadeAdEla,
Novdivo, Tokto, Mapiot kat ABrva, dev
¥peraletal va tov \PAEETE OTIC Hldon-
LEC YKAAEPT TNC ABrivac kal Tou eéw-
TEPWKOV. Bpioketal edw, dimAa pac,
atnv 0b0 Ay. @ekAag ato Movaotn-
PAKL, KAl amd T0 2004 EXEL TTAPAAABEL
Ta NVIA TNC £0KOUOTNC OUKOYEVELKING
ETXEiprion¢ oavdahorotiag Twv Me-
AOOIVWY.

O natépag tou MavieAr, o Itav-
poc MeAoowoc, eyive dIAONHOC
otnv EAAGDC KAl OTO EEWTEPIKO WC
«0 TIomNTNC-oavdaornoldg tne ABr-
vacy, 0 onoiog LaAloTa mpourBeve
HE apyatoeAAnvika oavddAia TToAAEC
IOONUOTNTEC TNC ETOXNC, OTWCE N
Fodia Adpev, 0 Aviovi Koulv kal ot
Beatles.

Anapaitnto agecoudp, Mooy,
v dlaonpwy, Ta oavdalia Tou K.
MeAioovov. ARG EKEivOC BEV ELEIVE
eKel. XTIC PAEBEC Tov KUAOVOE aipa
KaAMTEXVIKO Kal ETOL UMOpPEL va NV
KATAPEPE va yivel OKNVOBETNC, OTIWC
eMBLPOVOE, WOTOOO0 EKEl aKPLBWC,
Léoa otnv éviovn Hupwdia Tou Hep-
HATOG, YEVWWNBNKE Kal WPIHAoE £vag
orovdaioc romnTnc.

O MavteAnc Bupatat: «To MPWTo
uac payadl, otnv 0o Mavdpooov,

SEev NTav anhia eva Epyactnpt oavda-
Aortolacg, avapeoa oToug Toapouyd-
OEC KALTOUC AQCTIXASEC TNC YPADIKNAG
AUTIC TIEPLOXNC. HTav Kat epyaotnpl
MOATIOTIKWY QUUWOEWY. LTEKL TOIN-
TWV Kal SIaVOOULIEVWVY TNC ETIOXTC.
Etal kanwc peyaAwoa. Me Tov Za-
XTOUPN KAl TOUC UTIOAOITTOUC.

M1 propwviac Aotrov va Eepu-
VEL aTTO TNV KAAMTEXVIKT] TOL [oipa,
0 i61oc o MavieAnc onovdace KaAec
Texvec oe navernotnpa e N. Yop-
KNC, eV 00X0AT|BNKE Kat e 1o Bea-
PO EITE WC OXEOIAOTNC BEATPIKWY KO-
OTOUHLWV EITE WC gUYYPAPEAG EPYWY
Kat ouvBETNC HOVOIKNC.

O {bloc atoBavetal BlaépwC me-
pri(pavoc yia tnv epiodo 1985-89 otav
OLETEAETE KAAATEYVIKOC BlELBUVTNC
10U KEvipov EAANVIKOU MoAmiopon
e Néag YOopKNC. «Alopyavwvapie Oe-
OTPIKEC MAPACTACELC KAl KAAAITEXVIKA
SpWUEVA LE ATOXO TOTO TNV MPOW-
Bnon twv EAANVwV KaANTEXVWY OTIC
HIMA 000 KaL Trv Euxapiotnor Tou eA-
AnVoapEepIkavikoy Koivou. Niwbape
T dipa twv EAAVwVY TNC ALoTIOpac
via eradr] HE Tov EAANVIKO TTOATIoNO
KaLnpaotav otny evxaptotn Beon va
TOUC EEBPOVLED, pac dInyeltat.

H téxvn tou Mehoavou, eite autr
elval n {wypadicn ite To Beatpo 1)
N HOLOIKN, Eival -0TwC dNAWVEL 0
(BloC- «eMmpeaapEVN armod tnv apyaia
gAANVIKN puBoAoyia otav autr) Opwg
EEDEVVEL ArO ToV KAQOIKIOHO Kat ou-
VavTa T street art ¢ Neag YOpKnc
KQL TOUC aPPIKavIKOUC IXOUC, KaBw(
KOL TOV TTaLdWKO auBopunTIoLo.

OAa autd Ta OTOIKER OHWE EXOLV
WC KOWO rapovopaotr) tnv avepuwrit-
vi PuxoAoyia. Trv eutuxia, Tic mikpeg
KAl TIC ayarnec mou Xdaénkav rj rou Ba
'pBouv. O avBpwno¢ AANwOTE eival To
LETPO OAWW».

chris_vasila@hotmail.com

To epyactript cavdadornotiac tne owoyevelac Mehaaowou anoteAel
€0 aro Ta Pactka kat o MoAUGUETNHEVA «TOUPLOTIKG a&loBeatan
e ABrvac, agou gryoupapel aToug MEPIOTOTEPOUC CEVOUC Kal
EMANVIKOUC TOUPLOTIKOUC 08NYOUC, £V TAUTOXPOVA MOMEC EEVEC
EPNUEPIDEC EYOLV OPIEPWOEL TE QUTO HaKPOTKEAT APBPQ KAl KPITIKEC,
H Meota, EMinvoauatpadr anoé t MehBoupyn, AéeL xapaktnplotika
atov ET pie oraotd eMnvikd: «Exw va épBuw otrv EAAGda 15 oAdKkAnpa
ypovia. Elvain npwtrn pou pépa edw kainpba va emokepBuw to payadl
L€ ta gavdbahia. Ohot ot obnyoimou avoiga atrn MeABoupvr eiyav
KaTaywpLar) tou. Mou exave TROPERT) Eviunwan kat 8eAnaa va to
emokedOw apEow(. Ertmiéoy, Ta covdaAia avta eivat UrEpoyay.,
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* | Meet Culture | Connecting Greece and China
- through Traditional Culture
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Melissinos% ik
ERRORGERAA il WARA-RREREE o HEREREAT AT ZEREE=R,

| B EERARR- MRS AR BLTENEEE 5% Michael i RangavelEiMichael Melissinosiil /5 MelissinosK A% .
ik EvdokialRes 7 SR A THI T Atk « ATEORETHE » MelissinosREERMILY T RAMRINGEAE » SIS BAR NFRRENE - 115 » TrAndreas
MelissinostRHE RS ERATHE  fitbistsl T XA RG0S - 1261%, TFAlexios Melissinos-Strategopuloss i TELETE, 15
f2Maria Melissinosfty T fiftyAR:k A » Gregorios Melissinoss iy T2 1 T4 - 145044{ ST - 16842744 - MelissinosEESE 747
T S ERANE N « FEREIHY /MR » KA T R BCAR AR,

HARR

MiAkEREHENE{Georgios MelissinosSAFRTER TRER, WHTATRISHR IS » BEWEE TR 192054 T TiPandrossou

w80 TR, MERRAHENE - B - SRR TOABRREC BT T B/ LR\t
B0 AR » 2500% ATt E MelissinosTHifE M BRI E FREE T,

M=tRE0NS0ER, BE—ENH ARHHEEHEER: - FRHLN RS R HOR O TR MBIk B0 - 1954%, Georgiosk
8, L FStavros Melissinost$% - FIHSHAIMTLEZE - B TSCRIEN » FHREED: - TN  WEtvRiRoARA )
e RTRHERAIE - T SUOATRR  — R R LRSI 7 SRR 2 R A AR « A LRDORT » 4

Jacqueline Kennedy-Onassis, Barbara Streisand, Rudolph Nureyev, Anthony Queen (Zorba, the Greek Tycoon), Garry Cooper, Sophia
LorentR4pE » —BtE T,

StavrosFHE IR T RAUFEILSH SAREPsirri, ARASMREARRATE  MAORHA" AR, MI9SIETRTT - oA  MEhSRY
EDCFHR  FHORRRVFR ARG « S0 - S TN - A A RIAS T - AT ATt otiRY

"A writer who does nothing but write, is like the moon which gives off some light, but it's borrowed, taken from the sun, A writer

needs firsthand experience, which only working in another field can give him. Otherwise he is writing what he has read in other
books”,

" NEHERABRT S AN, A ARt - SYEEREE 0 TR T AT 50
RSB

WAL - AR R TRERERTN - AR B AR REBf AR  THAT AR
il » RALS B LRINRE » SARFMHEME - Rithe XN | R NFRRRRT - AT T RO,
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NSERMEF=K, Pantelis MelissinosRER, 7\ + Bifi% - ML - Mg - YARETNSEHEHAEN - 2004% StavrosBiE, Wik Tk
AL W ARt HINER  RiTERBacchusEsERIE 13 » B MRS AR — - MRS ZRBA 1R R ek
WS AT L - 20064, BE/vEPetraifPantelisif Bl FioE 4k RAeN Y —,

SR aRAKSIAgias Theklast, —MBE T Melissinos-Artthiz » fUMURE » ELARNE  AXERiRam - BT S NBEEAH
% HEEAARENEE T —EREeR-Hl o LRERERE R, - BENASEE  EEREERDN FARCLRERN  BRATERE
i IO  SANERATR o ORI LEEM T E2RUFNRRER R » RS IR  SASIASERT » MebabLESPantelishiiStavros,
WRBSREETHRNAA - HECARURINER - ENTRUBEAOB TR MRERE  DTCRNSF%T,

M M3 % - TEVE 54 " Melissinos Art — The Poet Sandal-Maker”, TER27HZENAR « LA/ ERsZu4 \FTH » H1%208Jackie 0, &
= RANREREA RSB AERTNASRLE DY, - £165John Lennon, EEBH Sl - kS BEEHE M- Ay
%, [tPlato, Socrates, Hermes$%, &#Pantelistt ol LUBREER A4 EERITDINA LA,

Hik r519%0lympia, FRREFDTAR VROIAELTITE - FRTIIANZE  ERABT BERE » TR EXEERECHE b - S
PRI - BT 2 EHOR e, AR AIE 2% Pantelis, MRS ERANT FAF  WH—TMelissinosk RS R AT, 4% -k
MR » trER L, - PantelisEATRRAS A HAAE TR |,

S iiPantelis L AR AMRAE TIOWRE: - ESIRANSROMA ENEUNZE - SARGNIERER TH - Pantelish s B

A AN SOk » A R i Melissinos, (B3 HREERR e Eﬁ%ﬂ‘?ﬁ%fﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂm ek A AR T L
1 - AR Bk

BB Pantelistht EAmEREIEE - RENEEAY  BA SRR ERE TR MR RS e LT -
FOASAE SO » PUEIREITA, RSB f bl TRt St AR - Rt - TR
IRAINRT SISV - REREMAEMITETRERNERD A » EXSRCENARA L) %™  MREERSE T RRIBNEA - 0
RUARMREXENZANRE - Ay MERIEN - ARAONERA » Ot CAR AR A A AR,

"My true reward (believe it or not) is my happy faced customers, who buy my custom made sandals and tell me that my inimitable
shop, with its upbeat and colorful atmosphere has been the highlight of their trip. I am afraid that I am an incurably romantic person,
who strongly believes that the essence of an individual's being is found in the honest, kind and unpretentious, daily joys of life and
after all, that's what I preach through my art and poetry as well.”
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Oubliez les K.Jacques et, comme Kate Moss ou JEEi:

George

Sarah Jessica Parker, adoptez les Melissinos ! By
rr : . . h
Créées en 1920, les spartiates originales, ce sont Fi 4

elles. Faites a la main de A a Z depuis trois généra- Sl
estabiisne

tions par une famille d’artisans-poétes, certains [~ 4

clients, comme Jeremy Irons, Maria Callas, Sophia i

Loren, Jackie Onassis ou John Lennon, ont donné FIEEEET

leur nom a 'un des modeles. L’avantage, c’est que (=78
vu leurs petits prix (pas plus de 30 €), on peut faire Rt

le plein sans se ruiner. (2, Aghias Theklas, Psirri.)
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Di Stefano Boschetto-

m m N Hm w wp hittp:\www.coolmag.itfashion_design/art_fashion_design.php?id=1325&cal=
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Jackie Onassis volle un sandalo di

cuoio su misura. Da allora il modello 20 ART

del Melissinos art di Atene (www.melis- Atene e una tappa obbligatoria, per quei turisti che sce1g=::nc:n di fare le vacanze nelle
acque cristalline delle isole greche. La “polis” per eccellenza si & saputa rinnovare

sinos-art.com) porta il suo nome. Anche con la spinta decisiva dei Giochi Olimpici 2004, quando architetti e urbanisti I'hanno
a John Lennon, che ne portd via 10 paia, trasformata in un dinamico e pulsante centro creativo. Fra le realta pil “cool”, a

- pochi passi dalla Piazza Monastiraki (cuore della Placa, la zona piu commerciale
ne fu dedicato uno, come a S-oﬁg Lnrer‘a della citth) cé Melissinos _
che scelse un modello con stringa di Art, la bottega artigiana di

cuoio. La piu esigente fu Maria Callas,  Pantelis Melissinos: lon-

: T : tana dai tradizionali itin-
Barbra Streisand I1a piu indecisa, Jeremy erari turistici, ma da an-
Irons il piu minimalista. Altri clienti: ni oggetto di culto da
parte di quelle “celebrit-
ies” che vanno a caccia
/ _ di sandali in cuoio su
ol misura. Figlio del mitico Stav-
ros Melissinos, fondatore del §
negozio nonché Poet Sandal j
Shoemaker per la sua passione

poetica unita alla produzione di
calzature, Pantelis ne haer-
editato sia l'abilita manuale sia
I'amore per l'arte. Questa pic-
cola e stipata bottega, infatti, of-
fre ai visitatori un colpo d'occhio speciale: pareti dove si alternano paia di sandali e t
ele d'arte astratta firmate dal titolare in un disordine “shabby chic” dall' effetto as-

Anthony Quinn, George Peppard, Ursula S

: Al Fra i sandali pit modaioli, apprezzati nel corso degli anni da stelle del cinema e della
Andress, Ga‘f)' Coop-er. !i’antehs Melissi musica quali Jackie O, John Lennon, Sophia Loren, Barbra Streisand,
NOs ha studiato 10 anni a New York co- Maria Callas, Jeremy lrons e Anthony “Zorba” Quinn, ve ne sono 27, in

me SCﬂanI'BfO e pittore. Il suo negozin edizione limitata, nominati e numerati. Dal minimale Jackie O, ai piu elaborati int-
recci dei modelli Cleopatra ed Hermes, ogni calzatura porta con se il fascino di

.\' II’t\uc.. l:; “‘
Pantelis Melissinns?{ N

L
%,
iy 5

di Atene (Aghias Teklas 2. tel. questo marchio consolidato e viene magistralmente adattata alle esigenze di ciascun
+302103219247), nato nel 1920, offre cliente dal fido Pantelis sul suo angusto e traballante tavolino nel bel mezzo del
27 modelli da 21 a 35 euro {C [ ) negozio. La nuova Atene del 21° secolo, dunque, abita anche qui.

Pantelis Melissinos
Pittore e Filosofo-

Pantelis & un offermato autore di teatro, com.
mediografo, musicista, filosofo, poeta, disegnat-
ore di costumi, pittore e, naturalmente, ciabattino.

| Pantelis Melissinos disegna costumi perle
sue commedie, € con una punta di orgoglio
' havoluto mostrarmene | disegni. Natural-
mente non sono oggetti invendita. Sono
imasto affascinato mentre il pittore seguiva
P orgoglioso questo splendido parlare con
| disinvolta leggerezza di storia greca e di
P miti e della frama della sua ultima opera,
_ d‘ Bacchus, che ha avuto uno straordinario
Pantelis Melissinos S AN successo di pubblico e di critica. Nella fram-
| " ache mi & stata spiegata ho letto la vena
antica della saggezza greca, hoscorto il profilo del filosofo di quarant'anni che e
Pantelis: un poeta che vuole creare la bellezza inforo a se einvita glialt ad imitarlo.
Sostiene quest' uomo che ' Ermes di Prassitele, i Propilei di Mnesippe, il Partenone €
tulti icapolavori ellenici del passato furono concepiti per creare  bellezza € armonia.
La bellezza € un prerequisito della libertd. L'universo cercala liberta e nonsa che s
raggiunge solo attraverso la bellezza e I'armonia. Noi non possiamo mutare il ciclo
naturale del deferminismo, m possiamo tener viva la flamma della civita con il sorriso,
la grazia, e, appunto, I'armonia. Questa in sintesi I'essenza del pensiero di Pantelis.

Vittorio Russo -autore / VIAGGIO IN GRECIA
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O MavreAng MeAloowvog HE TNV

1a TV 01KoY£VELd Tou n
KATAOKEUN XE1POTIOINTWV
oavdaiiav eivai pia ma-
paooon mov peTpa oxe-
06v évav aiova {mnc. H
10TOpia ™ APXIOE, XWPIg
Kaveic va gavrddetal tny emtuxia
miou Ba axoAouBouoe, To 1920. Tn
xpovia dnAadn mou o Nwpyog Mehio-
01vOG, 0 TIAQTTITOUC TNE O1KOYEVELAC,
avoiée To ipwro payali otnv 066
[Tavdpdoou pe oxor6 va mpopnBevel
HE KOANG To10TNTa¢ manoutola opel-
paciag Toug ayp6teg Tng TEP1OXIiC,
TOUC eukatdotatouc ABnvaiouc Tne
ETMOXIi¢, aKOpa a1 ta péAn tng paot-
Akric oikoyévelac. To 1954, opwc, pe
Tov Bdvato tov ta 6edopéva alid-
Couv xai To Tipév1 TN emxeipnong
naipvet o yiog tou Lravpog. ‘H, pe
d\a Aéyra, o GvBpwmog mov katd-
@epe xdpn o¢ éva tuxaio yeyovoc va
yivel o ayannpévoc oavoaiomnoloe
TOA®GV OpUAIK@V draonpoThTOV
TOU TIAYKOOHI0U KIVNEATOYpAQov,
NG TOMTIKIC Kai Tou Xopou. «OAa
o@eirovral otny KaArd Toxn. Ze évav
KaAG dyyeAor, umootnpicel oripepa
o [Tavrehic MeAloo1vicg, ouvexioTic
NG TTapadoong Kai eyyovog Tou pw-
topdotopa. «Mia pépa ripBe amd To
moubeva jia ayyAida xopoypdgog,
n otroia mapnyyeiAe ta Aeyopeva

onaptidtika oavédAia. Av xai pé-
Xp1TOTE QTIGXVape pévo opelpatikd
namnoUtola, Paiveral mwe KAmoog
Tng eixe Anioel yia tov manmos
Hou, o omoio¢ kataokevade mote
néte oavddiia yia iic mapaotdoeig
tou EBvikou @edtpou. O mmatépac
pou 6ev Tng apvibnke, épuiale £€1
Cevyapia oavddiia yia Aoyapiaopd
TNG Ka1Ta apanaviola ta KpEpaoe
£€m amé to payadi. [loAv oUvropa
¢emoUuAnoe e Tic Apepikavidecg mou
ékavav poAteg oto 10topikd Kévrpo
va ta ayopdouv xatevbouoiaopé-
vec. Emedn n owovopuki katdotaon
TOTE 1itayv e€icou Aoxnyn fIE THPA 0
matépac jov ano@Aacioe va aproel
oTnv dKpn Ta manoutold Kai va Kata-
okeuddel amokAeloTIKA oavedAia, Ta
ox£01a Twy onoiwy gpmvedtay and
TIC EMOKEYEIS TOU OTO APXAIOAOYIKO
Mouaoeio».

O ipator Toupioteg dev Apynoav
va Kavouv v eieavion Toug aTo
payadi pe anotéAeopa n eEdmAwon
NG GHjING TOU va Yivel jie yopyoug
puBpoug. ZteAéxn Tou uttoupyeiou
IToAniopou épepvav GEAEPTIPITL TIOU
EMOKETTOVTAV TN XOpa pag, 6Tmg
yia tapddetypa o oxnvobétng I'vdpt
Koumep, yia va douvv and kovtd 1o
payadi ka1 va yvopioouv Tov ma-
paooo1axko TpOmo KATACKEVIE TWV

Pavia AAeupa amo tov Alpha og
live ouvévtevén anod 1o ateALE
oavOaAuwy Kot TéXvng Tou, Iou

| Oewpeitat Toupiotiko afiobéaro

¢ ABrvag.

Ol Lotopieg mou dinyeital omo Tig

¢ &1eBvnc Sraonpotnteg mov tov
# Exouv emiokevBei eivar e€ioov

EVIUMWOLOKES ME TO povadika
beppartwva cavbdaAia mou
KOTOLOKEVATEL - TIPOYHOTIKA
Koopfpata, aAnBwa épya TExvne.

arto Tov 010 oou

[ VWwOTog yia toug Siaonpioug TieAdTeg Tou,
petacy twv oroiwv n Tdakt Kévev, ot MrutAc,

n Mndappripa Ltpéidavt, o Avtovi Koutv, 0 PoUvioA
Noupeyep ka1 n Zogia Adpey, o [TavteAng MeAioovog
— TpItNG VeVIag 0avoaAorolog — eEnyel Tiwe N enun
yia TIC Seppanvec dnpioupyieg tou tacideye
ard to Movaotnpdkt péxpt 1o XOAyouvt

,(Jackie O and friends (with Stavros Melissinos far left
visiting Monastiraki Square



cavéaii@v. To kaiokaipt Tov 1967
dtav o1 MmitAc tépaocav 1o KatweAl
ToU piKpoU payadiov oto Mova-
otnpdxi, o [avieAric Mehoo1vég
dev itav mapav, dinyeital Opwe Tig
10Topiec Mou £€Xe1 aKoUOEL aTio ToV
nmatépa Tou oav va fitav prnpootd
oToV Xap6 mou TipokdAece n emioke-
yn tou BpuAikoU oUYKpOTAHATOG.
«[Ipwtog prrike o T¢ov Aévov, o
omofoc ritav katevBouolaop£vog Kat
[1e Ta oavédiia kai pe v moinon
tou matépa pou. Ox1 MoAU apyoTte-
pa o matépag jov avaykaotnke va
KAeiog1 TIC TIOPTES AQOU 01 AYYAIdES
mou éxkavayv féAta otnv meproxn
nepIKiKAwoav acQukTikd to payadi.
Xtumtovoav pdAiota Tic TopTeg yia
va prrouv Kai 6tav TeAlkd ot MmitAg
¢puyav pmrikav oto payadi Kat 1o
Eeorikmoav. Emaipvay 6,11 oavdéd
éBpAemrav pmpootd Toug, aAAa Oev
Touc éptave pévo autd. HBehav va
KOy ouv koppdmt arnd ta pouxa Tou
matépa pou yiati Toug eixe 6&1 amo
KOVTd, TOUC £iXe AKOUPTINOE, A€El
0 TWPIVOC 1810KTATNE TOU TIApadoot-
akou Kataotipartog, o omoiog £€xel
avaknpuxBei and toug «N1ou [1opx
Tapg» Kai 1o YarAlKo TEPIOSIKO
«['khapop» évacg amod Toug KaAuTe-
pouc¢ Tapadoalakoug umodnpaTo-
mo1ou¢ Tn¢ Eup@mng.

H emiokeyn tng T¢ax1 Kévevti
v epiodo mMovu ritav mavipepé-
vn j1€ Tov AprototéAn Qvdon eivai
aképa pia ano TI¢ XapaKTnPIoTIKES
10Topiec yia 1o katdotnpa. AmAn,
Kopyn kai apiotokpatikn o KaGbe
e ep@dvion, 6ev 1o €maiée moté
viifa otoug avbp@moug Tou pa-
yaliot. loa ioa. Alatnpovoe 1600
KAAEC OXEOEIC [IE TOV 1610KTITN TOU
Lraupo Mehioowvé, mou tov foribn-
o€ K16Aa¢ va 1o owoel anod oiyoupo
YKpéopa yia xdpn kdmoiov épyou
miou Ba avadeikvue, 6nwg Aeyotav,
v TIEP1oxin g apxaiag ayopdac.
«0 matépac pou mripe Ty anoégacn
va {ntriogl tn foriBe1d tne xwpic va
mepipével kat. Tnv emépevn njpé-
pa OK¢ TOU TNAEQ@VNOAV amno 1o
appddio uttoupyeio Kat Tou eimav:
“Kipie Mehioové, pnv exbétete tn
xwpa oe Eéveg draonpdTnTeg. Ze
K@Be mepimtwon, pnv avnOUXeiTe.
Aev ipokertal va oupfei timota”».
Touc oeAépmprtt véag Komig, 0Tiwg
yia mapdaderypa to poviéAo Keit
Moc, Thv nBomo16 Zdpa T{éo1ka
[Tapkep 11 Tov Kwpik6 Mmopm Za-
YKET, SUoKoAa Toug avayvmpicel o
[TavteAric MeAloovog 6on apa eival

amaocxoAnpévoc J1€ Ta 6€pparta Kai

v TeAglomoinon Toug ota modia
KGOe mehdn Eexwprotd. Zuvibwe-

paBaivel yia v eniokeyni Toug 0To
payadi eite and 10tooeAideg oTIg
omoieg epavifovtal popwvrag Ta
cavdéda tov, gite and Toug idi1oug
TOUC TIEAAQTEC TOU KATAOTAPATOC
TIOU Tou¢ avayvwpilovv 6on @pa
npofdpouv ta xarvoupyla Toug
oavddiia. «To {610 ouvéPn ka1 pe
™ yuvaika tou T{6e MTtiGvteyv, ToU
avumpoédpou twv HIIA. Exei mrou
¢pniaxva K4t cavédiia oto To-
01 p1ag KoméAag, o1 apePIKavideg
neAdnioceg nBedav 6Aec pia mpocg
pia va pwtoypagnbouv padi tng.
Pwtdw Aoimov 1 Tp€xetl Kal 6A01
EKTIANKTO1 pou Aéve Tnv 1816TNTA
tg. Eto1 Aomév pwtoypagrfnka
Kal ey padi ey,

H kouBévta pe Tov oavéaiomoiod
Tpitng yevidg dev meplopideral oTic
YVOOTEC B1a0NPGTNTEC TIOU EMOKE-
TITOVTAl TO AlYWV TETPAYWVIK®V
xatdotnpd tou otnv 066 Ayiag
@éxAiac. To avrtiBeto. H diaxpovi-
K6TnTa Tou cavéaiiov arAd Kai n
petaoctpopn 6owv péxpr mpoéopata
10 ovépmapav eival B€pata mou
avdpouv apéowg tn cudiitnon. «To
oavddahl eivar Sraxpovikd. ANAOTE
BéPara n Entnon QOUVIMVEL Kal dA-
rote mé@tel. H xopUgwon tou itav
ano 1o 1960 péxpr kai to 1980. Me-
14, duoTuxac, TTorlAoi ouvadergol

dpxioav va Yevtidouv hy moidtntd
tou ka1 o1 EAAnveg éxaoav 1o evoi-
a@épov Kai v EEmoToolivin ToUg
pe anmotéAeopa va otpag@ouy ota
cavbdiia yeppavikiic KaTaoKevnic.
Eiva1 6nAadn cav va mouAdg maya-
x1a otouc Eokipwoug. TeAevtaia
6pwe o1 EAAnveg éxouv mdber kai
Tahl tpéha, akopa Kai avtoi mou
oto mapeABov to ovopmapav. Me
™™ dragopd 6T mAéov to BEAoUV
napagoptwpévo, oav Aatépva,
Kai 6x1 A1t 6Tw¢ Tou Taipradew.
H oixovopikii kpion, amé v QA-
An, éxe1 KaTaQépel va XTUTINoEL TV
ayopd tou oavéaiiou e évav oAU
161aftepo tpéTMO APoU, OTIWS pa-
Oaivouye, Ta teAevtaia xpovia 60
Kal TEPIOCOTEPOS KOOHOC — guxva
£KTOC eTtayyéApatog — anmo@aocicel
va aocxoAnBei pe autd. «Emeidn to
oavddi movAdel, vopiCouv WG
1ol Ba xtunmrioouy Ty Kpion. O
Ba Bydrouv Ae@td. Aev gival OpmG
£1o1 ta mpdypata. Amé tnv aAAn,
Bépaia, Tdpa Tov Ta OIKOVOHIKA
£XOUV TIEPIOPIOTET, TO OAVOAAL Ka-
Ta@épvel va avadeikvueTal agou
0 K6opo¢ To emAéyel yia va Pairel
ji1a XxapoupEevN KAt O1KOVOIKI voTa
otn {w1n Tou. AC pnv EEXVAHE TIWOC
efakoloubei va eival koppat ng
aykéopag posdagy, a

Orav npbav

o1 MmrAc oto
payad, ot AyyAibeg
nou €kavav foAta
0TIV TIEIOXM

10 TIEPIKUKAWOQV.
TeAka, Gtav exeivor
£(QUYQV, Oppnoav
va KOWouv Koppdrl
amd T POUXa

TOU TIQEPQ 10U
ene1dn Touc elxe

6e1 amd xovrd!

SWISS Magazine

Melissinos
Aghias Theklas 2

Melissinos Art / ATHENS

your foot's width, and
nail the pieces in place
while you wait. The san-

“| love to visit sandal
maker Stavros Melissi-
nos,” says Brooklyn-based

florist Amy Merrick. “The  dals are so classic and
tiny shop is filled with reasonable, | stockpile
haphazard piles of san- them for summers to

dals, but what it lacks in
atmosphere it makes up
for in variety. You can
choose from 27 different
ready-to-fit classic Greek
styles. Or, if you have a
few days, you can design
your own. Melissinos’s
son Pantelis will guess
your size—he’s always
right—fit each strap to

40 CONDE NAST TRAVELER / APRIL 2015

come.” Melissinos advises
softening the leather

with baby oil and avoid-
ing seawater, which

can damage the finish. -
Make it yours: Bespoke
sandals take two

or three days (Aghias
Theklas 2, Psyrri,
Athens: from $38).

nach Mass.

melissinos-art.com

Der winzige Sandalenma-
cher-Laden ist ein Publikums-
magnet. Denn was einst nur
fiirs Theater gedacht war,
wurde mit Kunden wie Sophia
Loren und John Lennon zum
Kultohjekt (ah 30 Euro). In we-
niger als einer halben Stunde
erledigt «Schusterpoet» Pante-

lis Melissinos die Endfertigung
~ seinerhegehrten Lederlatschen




Treffen Sie Pantelis Melissinos, Kunstler, Buhnendichter,
ellen) Schuster Europas. Ebenso loben-
\ | Anlaufpunkt fir Touristen, Kinstler, Intellektuelle und Suchende von Pantelis Melissinos™ handgemachten

Designer, Sandalenmacher, Sohn von Stavros
P ANT I 5 I Melissinos, dem berlhmten Poet Sandalen-
macher Athens. Im Jahr 2006 nannte

T- SANDALENM CHE de Worte los man in dem italienischen

~ “PANORAMA" und der franzosischen Zeitschrift
\ “GLAMOUR". Und 2008 war wurde er in einem

\ | Sandalenund Lederwaren. Die Melissinos Sandalen werden schon seit langem von den Reichen und

\ | Berlhmten getragen. Das Geschdft wurde 1920 von Georgios Melissinos, Pantelis' GroBvafer,erbffenet,

| Jackie Onassis, Snphlu Loren, Anthony Quinn, Garny Cooper, Rudolf Nureyev, die Beatles und Barbra

die deutsche Frauenzeifschrift “PETRA"
Pantelis einen der besten (fradition-

] defallierten Artikel in der New York Times als der difeste und
\ | letzte fraditionelle Sandalenmacher presentiert, "MELISSINOS ART" in Psim, einem Stadtell Athens, ist ein
e Streisand waren einige seiner beruhmten Kunden. Die Spanische Konigin kaufte

.3“ _ “r 2005 ihre Sandalen bei Pantelis und Lily Tomlin 2006, Pantelis studier-te (lllus-

", fration und Malerei) an der Parsons School of Design in New York, wo
erauch Theatersticke schrieb, um seine Kollegen und Professoren zu
~. Unterhalten. Sein aktuelles Stuck "Bacchus” wird von den Krifikern als
7 eine der besten modemen griechischen Komddien bezeichnet, Das
bezeugen auch die eingerahmten Gratulationen vom Prinzen von Wales,
Glenda Jackson und der Universitats-Bibliothek, die zusammen mif
¥ Ausschnitten aus infemationalen Zeitungen, die seine Sandalen rihmen, an
3 den Wanden im Laden hangen. Es gibt ungeféhr 28 verschiedene Sandalen-
modelle, die den Namen von historischen griechischen Bekanntheiten
oder anderen Prominenten fragen, die sie gekauft haben. Aber
Pantelis ferfigh lnnen auch an Ortund Stelle Ihrindividuelles
Paar Sandalen an. Sein Talent und sein Hintergrund als

Designer garantieren Innen, dass Sie sich mif den fur Sie

kreirten Sandalen fihlen werden wie ein modemer

Hermes oder eine modeme Venus. / MATT BARRETT

www.athensguide.com

HOMER. : digital painting by Pantelis Melissinos
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Sandal-mageren |

Duften af lzeder haenger
‘tungt i det beskedne
sandalvezerksted, hvor
beremtheder som The
Beatles, Sophia Loren,
Jeremy Irons, Barbra
Streisand, Jackie Onas-
sis og Maria Callas har
veeret kunder og for
fleres vedkommende
faet sandalmodel-

ler opkaldt efter sig!
Sandalmageren Pan-
telis Melissinos er en
storsmilende mand.

- Min bedstefar grund-
lagde veerkstedet i 1920.
Min far efterfulgte ham,
og han blev kendt som
sandalmager og poet.
Nu har jeg overtaget
tjansen, siger Pantelis,
som ud over at vaere
sandalmager er kunst-
ner og dramatiker.
Melissinos Art ligger

pa Aghias Theklas 2 i
bydelen Psiri. (www.  Nar Pantelis ikke fremstiller sandaler, maler
melissinos-art.com). han farverige billeder.




PANTELIS MELISSINOS’ “BACCHUS”

Anthony G. Vazintaris for : THE GREEK PRESS

CANADA March 31, 2006
Well - informed on Ancient Greek Myths and tradition,
Pantelis Melissinos, son of the notable writer and poet,
Stavros Melissinos, fries to communicate to the public
various moral issues by means of theatre

His music comedy “Bacchus” was a smash hit at
the "Theatre of Setta —Nikos Papakonstantinou”, at ‘Ano
Setta’, in Euboia, in the Summer of 2001. His was also
the stage-direction, the music as well as the sets and cos-
tumes of the play. All these activities are indicative of
the various talents of Pantelis, who was born in Athens,
in 1959 and has studied Fine Arts at Parsons School
of Design in New York (BFA/ lllustration-1987 and MFA
/Painting -1989). He has also written the plays: “Maes-
tro Farshas” (1985), “Prince Glutonius” (1986), “The Art
Dealer” (1987), which were all staged at Parsons. Pan-
telis has also studied music at the Conservatory of Athens
and also works as a set and costume designer. Further-
more he has had many one man shows, as a painter,
and his art works can be found in private collections
around the world.

-BACCHUS- Pantelis Melissinos uses his satirical
and side-splitting comedy "Bacchus” to convey his hum-
anistic ideas to the audience . His frequent references
to contemporary issues send out a definite message of
peace and brotherhood among nations.His anti-war spirit,
like heavenly light, lightens each scene of the play lifting
up the hearts of the spectators that are troubled by our
modern, tough reality. Central characters of the play: the
Olympian Gods with all their "human” weaknesses, true
reflections of the humans who invented them and who
believed that Gods, like humans, committed adultery
and took advantage of each other, in many ways.The play,
unlike many long (and often one-dimensional and boring)
modern plays, gets straight to the point and is full of well-
worked ideas, good dialogue and substance, which
generate awareness and daring questions that lead to
positive thinking and action. And all this is achieved
because of the writer's exquisite, flawless and animated
writing style. The chorus parts, with beautiful and lively
verses, lend exceptional charm to the whole play. The
structure of the play, its articulation and the masterful
escalation of the plot, convince us that the writer could
spread his wings and take to the sky creating classical
plays that could be performed, loved and applauded.
We wish Pantelis Melissinos the bestand urge him to
keep it up. He is very talented and has a lot to offer. And
after all, there are so many people out there waiting
for the manna that will feed their "famished” minds.

'BACCHUS' HAS DELIGHTED AUDIENCES AND
CRITICS AT EVERY PERFORMANCE...

I WAS STUNNED! It's been years since I last watched
such an ingenious comedy, where every line was as
incisive as a scalpel. A smash hit...Truly daring with
wonderful costumes, which by the way were also
designed by this brilliant author...

Andreas Roumeliotes /ELEFTHEROTYPIA (one of Greece's
leading newspapers) Thursday, October 17th 2002

SUMMARY OF THE PLAY:

Princess Semele, a totally dumb bombshell from
Thebes, hooks up with Zeus, gets pregnant and turns the
entire Universe upside-down. Hera, the jealous wife of
Zeus, takes the whole thing as an insult to her own feminin-
ity, and turns to the bottle (of ambrosia) to ease her
pain and vows revenge. Eventually, the furious Queen-
Goddess finally “helps” her mortal rival take a “one-way
trip” to Hades and thus Semele gets out of the picture for
good. But, there is also Bacchus -the illegitimate son of
Zeus and Semele. Hera, in her attempt to get rid of the
baby as well (and despite her feelings for second-class deit-
jes) swallows her pride and teams up with Eris (her obese
daughter in law). Eris -the Goddess of Discord, who has a
piggish attitude and a Trojan war to her credit -goes out of
her way to please Hera but has to compete with the crafty
Hermes, who has been sent by Zeus to straighten things
out. The two goddesses count on Pentheus (Bacchus’
cousin and king of Thebes) for a satisfactory conclusion of
their dirty plans. Pentheus (who acts like a TV evangelist
with a touch of a sheriff from the American South) tries to
kil the son of Zeus. The whole story is witnessed by
three spinsters -three washed up actresses- that Zeus
has asked to do their bit by serving as chorus women.
The three women do more than their bit and by acting like
“"MORTALS EX MACHINA"” manage to reunite Zeus and
Hera. Bacchus rewards the chorus women with the “well en-
dowed three-legged” Ion and his two identical brothers,while
Pentheus learns that there is more to life than false prom-
ises, wars, greed and human pride.

PRODUCTION HISTORY: LIBRARIES:

SUMMER 2001:“Setta Theatre”, BODLEIAN LIBRARY

: - CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
gitﬁhfg,it‘ggg'zﬁgbi'a'Tﬁreﬁ‘c?; CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Uz oella Thealreé, yaRyARD COLLEGE LIBRARY
Setta Festival , Euboia, Greece. NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SCOTLAND

AUTUMN 2002: “Black Box THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF WALES
Theatre”, American College of OXFORD LIBRARY

PARSONS LIBRARY
Greece, Ag. Paraskeve,Greece. Lo, Gy oo | EGE LIBRARY DUBLIN

AUTUMN 2002: "Papademitriod e ynivVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
Theatre”, Chalkis, Greece. BERKELEY LIBRARY



“DIONYSUS PERSECUTED"

Is the key theme of a music comedy
by a young pioneer author.

REPORTER; P, Kouvalaks [ "DAVLOS" [Greek Monthly| Oclober 2003

Pantelis Melissinos’' “BAC-
CHUS" constitutes a com-
pletely new dramatic appro-
ach to the splendid persona
of Dionysus, god of the vig-
orous manifestation of life.
Based on the ancient varia-
tions of the myth, regarding
the birth and life of this god,
Pantelis Melissinos creates his
own fresh scenario in Mod-
ern Greek, which he also
dresses up with his own orig-
inal music —a music comedy
that manages to touch the
soul of the audience. The = -
play was staged at the “Theatre of Setta —-Nikos Papakonstan-
tinou” (Euboia) last summer and the summer before and it
was asmash hit. At the end of each performance the audi-
ence left the theatre with feelings of exuberance and joy
and that is the best reward for any author indeed.

Pantelis Melissinos gave an interview to "DAVLOS" about
his play and his intention to draw the attention of his fellow

humans to the true meaning of life that has been currently for-
goften and which is none other than life itself.

REPORTER: Mr. Melissinos you wro’re “BACCHUS" a Thecﬂncut
comedy whose text, music =
and choreography along
with every other aspect of its
production were dall part of
your own creative imagina-
tion. How closely related is
your comedy to the ancient
myth of Dionysus?

P. MELISSINOS: My comedy
is based on various ancient
versions of the myth, which |
studied taking also into con-
sideration some contempor-
ary studies on Bacchus by
English and German scholars,
who have fried to decipher the true mearﬂng of this geod.

REPORTER: What have you finally found out about Bacchus?

P. MELISSINOS: Bacchus is the personification of life. He, first
of all, symbolizes the fundamental nature of life and subseq-
vently its beauty.

REPORTER: What message is your comedy irying to convey to
the audience?

P. MELISSINOS: "Bacchus” message to modern day people
(who are wasting their lives on such a relentless pursuit of material

wealth) is life itself; thatis to say, friendship, love, a smile or a
glass of wine and day to day life in general. People refuse to
see these things and pursue material possessions instead, as
if they were The Owners of Eternity.

PENTHEUS IS

REPORTER: You have lived for along time in the West, and |
mean the U.S. What do people over there think about life?

P. MELISSINOS: The initial inspiration that led me to express
such ideas came from the U.S.There, | saw people suppres-
sing their frue feelings, in an attempt fo make it big. And
they would turn to “gurus” for emotional stabkility. But even
psychotherapists | had met had also arrived at an emotional
gridlock. | saw the human drama in all its “glory”. Those
people give you the impression that they're unaware of their
own mortality. But if you look more closely you redlize that
they are just trying to exorcize death from their lives.

REPORTER: At the same time though, one could say that the
scientific achievements add force to the human morale and
spirit.

P. MELISSINOS: In the field of philosophy and particularly in
the field of technology, which is certainly more advanced,
there is a great number of "specialists” who fail o see the true
essence of science and never experience its mc:gm: as o
whole. :

BEAUTY AS A
PRINCIPLE OF
THINKING AND
FREEDOM

REPORTER: So the per-aih )
formances of "Bacchus”
were very successfull

P. MELISSINOS: They
were successful beyond
any expectation. The
play managed to win
over the audience and brought on genuine bliss and
laughter, which people rarely experience today.

REPORTER: The characters in the play are mythological
figures but you have invented their persondalities.

P. MELISSINOS: My aspiration was to familiarize the audience
with these mythological figures so that they could touch the
audience's sensitive chords. | also took the artistic liberty to
insert the character of Eris into the plot. Eris (according to dif-
ferent mythological versions) was Eros' sister along with Ant-
eros. Eros creates the bonds whereas Eris breaks them.
Here, in a way, we have two fundamental chemical
components that are part of the entire system of the
Universe. You can view all the ancient dramas from two
different angles; the “"mathematical - chemical” angle and
then the popular one. The popular angle is what ordinary

- people understand. This is the magic; high ideas found in

every day stories.

REPORTER: So your comedy shows in which direction the
contemporary and psychologically stressed individual can
get some relief and pleasure because thereis a better life
beyond our miserable daily routine.

P. MELISSINOS: | like to make people laugh; | like to create
beauty around me. Those who can should create beauty ar-
ound them. This is what our ancestors did. "Hermes" by Praxit-
eles, the Parthenon and all those ancient masterpieces were
meant to promote beauty and harmony. Beauty is a pre-
requisite in philosophy and freedom. And our world is in need
of free minds. The world though never changes prematurely.
We cannot change the Natural Cycle of Determinism but at
least we can keep the flame of civilization alive.
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PANTELIS MELISSINOS

LISSINOS ART :

The PO ET Sandal Maker
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Celebrity Sandal Maker, Pantelis Melissinos

(3rd generation since 1920) handcrafts unique, classy & bespoke
leather sandals (based on ancient Greek models and his own.
designs) for Celebrities, royals and lovers of beauty.

He has made sandals for King Felipe of Spain (at the request of his mother
Queen Sophia, who also got two pairs), Salvador Dali’s alter ego, famous
singer Amanda Lear, US President Joe Biden's family, poet-musician:

w3y ==~ Lleonard Cohen and his band and crew, Hollywood
L& ¥ <~ =« - celebrities : Bob Saget, Lily Tomlin and Sarah Jessica
B .~ - A Parker, popular British comedienne: Dawn French,
A comedian: Richard Ayoade, Japan’s superstar:
Satomi Ishihara, Mick Jagger and his
girlfriend, fashion designer L'Wren Scott and
\ . their entourage, CNN’s Richard Quest,
' ) itt fashion designer and TV personality:
Kimora Lee Simmons, celebrity athlete
and singer, prince Hubertus Von
Hohenlohe, famous movie director Brian
De Palma and the list goes on.
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